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LIMITATIONS OF REPORT 

In preparing this Independent Environmental Audit on behalf of Walker Quarries Pty Ltd, James Bailey and 
Associates has assessed all activities appropriate and necessary to evaluate the environmental status of the site 
during the audit period. James Bailey and Associates has addressed all technical matters which might 
reasonably be considered to be relevant to such an audit conducted to standards which apply in New South 
Wales.  Based on discussions with appropriate staff and a review of available documentation, it is James Bailey 
and Associates’ opinion that the potential critical environmental issues associated with the site and operations 
are those discussed in this report. However, James Bailey and Associates can only advise on the basis of the 
information available to them and therefore cannot dismiss absolutely the possibility that parts of the site, or 
adjacent properties, may give rise to additional issues.   

The conclusions presented in this report are professional opinions based solely upon James Bailey and 
Associates’ interpretation of the documentation reviewed, interviews and conversations with personnel 
knowledgeable about the site and other available information, as referenced in this report. These conclusions 
are intended exclusively for the purposes stated herein, at the site listed, and for the project indicated.  

This report does not, and does not purport to, give legal advice on the actual or potential environmental 
liabilities of any individual or organisation, or to draw conclusions as to whether any particular circumstances 
constitute a breach of relevant legislation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

James Bailey & Associates (JBA) has been commissioned by Walker Quarries Pty Ltd to conduct an Independent 
Environmental Performance Audit (IEA) for the Wallerawang Quarry (WQ).  WQ operates under Development 
Approval (DA) 344-11-2001 (as modified) which was approved by the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) in 2004 and has subsequently been modified on three occasions.   

Schedule 5, Condition 13 of DA 344-11-2001 specifies the requirement for the completion of an IEA for WQ 
every three years.  Appendix B includes a list of all conditions of WQ approvals that have been assessed as 
part of this IEA, including DA 344-11-2001 and key mining authorities.   

The period assessed for this IEA is from 13 April 2018 to 27 April 2021 (the audit period).  This IEA was completed 
by JBA Exemplar Global International Certified Auditor, Dorian Walsh (No: 201881) and Tamie Gray (Assistant 
Auditor, JBA).   

The audit consisted of a desktop review of documentation, interviews with WQ staff and contractors and a field 
inspection of the site in April 2021.  The audit was conducted generally consistent with ‘ISO 14010 - Guidelines 
and General Principles for Environmental Auditing’, and ‘ISO 14011 - Procedures for Environmental Auditing’ 
and the ‘Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements, May 2020’ (Audit Guidelines) (DPIE, 2020).    

Key documents reviewed during the IEA included:   

• DA 344-11-2001 and Statement of Commitments (SOCs) (as modified);  

• Lithgow City Council DA 019/18; 

• WQ Mining Lease (ML) 1633 and Exploration Licence (EL) 4473; and 

• WQ water licences and approvals; and 

• WQ environmental management plans and procedures.  

The IEA consisted of a detailed desktop review of approval documentation and contributions from key WQ staff 
and contractors.  WQ representative Paul Hensley (PH) and Alex Irwin (AI), of Umwelt Environmental and Social 
Consultants, were the primary contacts during the IEA process. Trevor Hoffman (TH) of WQ was present during 
the audit site inspection on 27 April 2021.   

1.2 REPORT STRUCTURE 

Section 1 provides an introduction, describes the requirement for the IEA and provides a summary of the 
structure of this report;   

Section 2 provides a description of WQ as relevant to this IEA;  

Section 3 outlines the requirements for this IEA and where each has been addressed in this report;   

Section 4 describes operational environmental performance during the audit period based on a review of 
documentation and key observations made during the audit site visit;  

Section 5 of this report lists the non-compliances identified during the IEA; and  

Section 6 provides a list of recommendations made from the audit. 
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2. SITE DESCRIPTION 

WQ is located  approximately 2.5km southeast of Wallerawang and 8 km northwest of Lithgow, on the southern 
side of the Great Western Highway. It is within the Lithgow Council Local Government Area (LGA) and is owned 
by Walker Quarries Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Sitegoal Pty Ltd. 

A resource of quartzite in excess of 18.5 Million Tonnes (Mt) was identified at Wallerawang Quarry. Wallerawang 
Quarry produces quartz from the hard rock quarry with a life expectancy exceeding 20 years. Extraction 
commenced in 2014 with annual production between 150,000 - 500,000 tonnes per annum (tpa), dependent on 
market demand. 

DA 344-11-2001 has been modified on three occasions since it was initially determined, including: 

• For consolidation of several constructed components of the Quarry and formalise the approval of 
production for additional quarry products(MOD 1).  MOD1 was approved by DPIE on 25 August 2017; 

• For an extension of WQ site operations (MOD2).  MOD2 was approved by DPIE on 7 December 2018; and 

• For further development of WQ extraction areas, increase in the area available for stockpiling to the south-
west and south of the approved Western Stockpile Area and extension of the operational life of WQ to  
15 July 2040 (MOD3).  MOD3 was approved on 26 February 2020. 

Figure 1 shows the layout of the WQ site as approved under Appendix 1 of DA 344-11-2001 (MOD3).   

  



 

 
 

Independent Environmental Audit | 19 July 2021 7 
 

 

Figure 1 Approved Site Layout Plan  



 

 
 

Independent Environmental Audit | 19 July 2021 8 
 

3. AUDIT REQUIREMENTS 

This section describes the WQ development approval requirement for an IEA and outlines the IEA guidelines that 
were used to inform the content and structure of this report.  It also describes stakeholder consultation that was 
undertaken to highlight areas of focus for this IEA. 

3.1 DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL 

This IEA has been prepared pursuant to Schedule 5 Condition 13 of DA 344-11-2001.  Each requirement under 
this condition is listed in Table 1, along with where each is addressed in this audit report. 

Table 1 DA 344-11-2001 IEA Requirements and Where Addressed 

Description Where Addressed  

Prior to the end of June 2021, and every three years after, unless the Secretary 
directs otherwise, the Applicant must commission and pay the full cost of an 
Independent Environmental Audit of the development. This audit must:  

This Report 

(a) be led by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent auditor whose 
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary  

Appendix A & Appendix D 

(b) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of 
experts (including any expert in field/s specified by the Secretary) whose 
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;  

Appendix A & Appendix D 

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies and CCC;  Appendix D 

(d) assess the environmental performance of the development and whether it is 
complying with the relevant requirements in this consent, water licences and 
mining leases for the development (including any assessment, strategy, plan or 
program required under these approvals);  

Section 4 

(e) review the adequacy of any approved strategy, plan or program required under 
the abovementioned approvals and this consent;  

Section 5 

(f) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental 
performance of the development and any assessment, strategy, plan or program 
required under the abovementioned approvals and this consent; and 

Section 6 

(g) be conducted and reported to the satisfaction of the Secretary. DPIE to determine 

 

3.2 AUDIT GUIDELINES 

This audit report has been prepared in accordance with the Audit Guidelines (DPIE, 2020).  Table 2 lists key 
requirements from the Audit Guidelines and indicates where each is addressed in this report.   

Table 2 Audit Guideline Report Requirements and Where Addressed 

Audit 
Guidelines 

Section 
Description 

Where 
Addressed  

3.1. 
Independent Audits must only be undertaken by a suitably qualified, experienced 
and independent auditor. Conditions of consent may require Independent Audits 
to be undertaken by an auditor and one or more technical specialists. 

Appendix A & 
Appendix D 
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Audit 
Guidelines 

Section 
Description 

Where 
Addressed  

3.2 

The auditor must consult with the Department, and other agencies and 
stakeholders, including the Community Consultative Committee (if one is 
required for the project), to obtain their input into the scope of the audit. 

Comments received during such consultation must be recorded and reported in 
the Independent Audit Report. Specific environmental issues raised during 
consultation must be investigated and findings of the investigation must be 
reported in the Independent Audit Report. 

Section 3.2 & 
Appendix D 

3.3 

An independent audit must include: an assessment of compliance with: 

a) conditions of consent applicable to the phase of the development that is 
being audited; 

b) all post approval documents prepared to satisfy the conditions of consent, 
including an assessment of the implementation of Environmental 
Management Plans and Sub-plans; 

c) all environmental licences and approvals applicable to the development 
excluding environmental protection licences issued under the Protection of 
the Environment Operations Act 1997; 

Section 1, 
Section 5 & 
Appendix B 

3.3 

a review of the environmental performance of the development, including but 
not necessarily limited to, an assessment of:  

a) actual impacts compared to predicted impacts documented in the 
environmental impact assessment; 

b) the physical extent of the development in comparison with the approved 
boundary; 

c) incidents, non-compliances and complaints that occurred or were made 
during the audit period; 

d) the performance of the development having regard to agency policy and any 
particular environmental issues identified through consultation carried out 
when developing the scope of the audit; 

e) feedback received from the Department, and other agencies and 
stakeholders, including the community or Community Consultative 
Committee, on the environmental performance of the project during the 
audit period; 

Section 4, 
Section 5 & 
Appendix D 

3.3 
the status of implementation of previous Independent Audit findings, 
recommendations and actions (if any); 

Appendix B 

3.3 
a high-level assessment of whether Environmental Management Plans and Sub-
plans are adequate; and 

Section 4 & 
Appendix B 

3.3 
a high-level assessment of whether Environmental Management Plans and Sub-
plans are adequate; and 

Section 4, 
Section 5, 
Section 6 & 
Appendix B 

3.3 
any other matters considered relevant by the auditor or the Department, taking 
into account relevant regulatory requirements and legislation, knowledge of the 
development’s past performance and comparison to industry best practices. 

Section 5, 
Section 6 & 
Appendix B 

3.4 
Audits must commence with an opening meeting and conclude with a closing 
meeting. The meetings must be attended by a representative of the proponent 
at manager level or above, the auditor and technical specialists (if any). 

Section 1 & 
Appendix B 

3.5 
Independent Audits must include interviews with key personnel involved in 
project delivery, including those with responsibility for environmental 
management, to assist with verifying the compliance status of the development. 

Section 1 & 
Appendix B 
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Audit 
Guidelines 

Section 
Description 

Where 
Addressed  

However, note that interviews are generally not sufficient evidence to verify 
compliance with a condition of consent and additional supporting evidence 
should be provided. 

3.6 
Independent Audits must include a physical site inspection. The site inspection 
must cover all development areas and environmental aspects that form part of 
the scope of the audit. 

Section 1, 
Section 4 & 
Appendix C 

 

3.2.1 Stakeholder Engagement 

During the preparation for this IEA, input was sought from the following WQ stakeholders to confirm any areas 
of site operations or environmental compliance that should be of particular focus: 

• DPIE; 

• DPIE Water; 

• NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA); 

• Lithgow City Council (LCC); and 

• WQ Community Consultative Committee (CCC) Chair. 

Where specific issues were raised during consultation these are listed in Table 3, along with the section where 
each is addressed in this IEA report.  Stakeholder correspondence received is included as Appendix D. 

Table 3 Stakeholder Requirements and Where Addressed 

Ref Key Requirement Where Addressed  

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

1. Assess the performance of compliance against the implementation of the 
mitigation measures documented in approved Noise Management Plan 

Appendix B:  
Table A, 
Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 

2. Assess the performance of compliance against the implementation of the 
mitigation measures documented in approved Air Quality Management Plan  

Appendix B:  
Table A, 
Schedule 3, 
Condition 14 
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 

This section discusses the key compliance and environmental performance issues identified during the audit site 
inspection.  Photographs from the site inspection which are referred to in the following sections of this report are 
included in Appendix C. 

4.1 APPROVALS AND COMPLIANCE 

The review of WQ compliance with the conditions of DA 344-11-2001, ML 1633 and EL 4473 was a key focus of 
this IEA.   The review of WQ documentation and the April 2020 site inspection found that WQ are generally 
operating in compliance with their regulatory approvals and associated environmental management 
documents (see Section 5 and Appendix C).   

The management strategies, plans and other documents required for WQ to manage the environmental 
impacts from site operations were found to be being implemented to minimise the key risks on site.  As such, 
the non-compliances and recommendations identified in this report (see Section 5 and Section 6) are generally 
administrative in nature, and relate to the need for further documentation of the operational and reporting 
actions undertaken by WQ.  This includes the requirement to document the implementation of noise and air 
quality control measures, in accordance with the measures identified in the respective management plans 
required under DA 344-11-2001. 

4.2 QUARRY OPERATIONS 

The inspection of the WQ site on 27 April 2020 found that the operational areas of the site were well maintained, 
and generally in accordance with the site layout approved under DA 344-11-2001 (see Figure 1).   

Site plant and equipment observed during the inspection were found to be generally operating in a manner that 
minimised potential impacts to the environment.  Environmental controls to minimise dust emissions from 
extraction, stockpiling and processing areas on site were found to be being implemented, with a watercart in 
operation and dust controls also being applied to trucks leaving site via the wheel wash.  While still operating in 
areas at a relatively high elevation compared to community receptor locations, no significant WQ noise sources 
or visible dust emissions were noted during a review of the site from surrounding areas.  The low number of 
amenity complaints from the community received during the audit period (including those related to visual 
impacts) would also indicate that operational impacts are generally undertaken in accordance with WQ 
approvals and associated management plans.  

Water management infrastructure, including sediment dams, drains and the settling cells below the Wash Plant 
circuit were also observed to be well maintained, with pumping infrastructure in place to managed stored water 
levels. 

Rehabilitation completed by WQ to the time of audit was found to be generally progressing towards the 
nominated ‘completion’ targets, with woodland communities beginning to develop in more established sections 
of the WSEA (see Figure 1).  Maintenance plantings and weed controls are recommended to ensure that the 
performance of WQ rehabilitation areas continues to be supported. 

A review of site laydown areas found that general waste management and housekeeping measures are being 
implemented, however it is recommended the WQ review the controls  and procedures in place for the storage 
and use of hydrocarbons and oils retained on site (outside of the main diesel storage tank).  While spill response 
kits were located in key storage locations on site, it is noted that smaller volume hydrocarbon containers should 
be stored in a bunded area with appropriately sized sump when not being actively used in maintenance tasks.    
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4.3 ENVIRONMENTAL INCIDENTS AND COMPLAINTS 

The review of site documentation and discussions with WQ staff found that environmental non-conformances 
during the audit period (primarily administrative in nature) had generally been identified and reported to the 
relevant agencies during the audit period.  Interviews with WQ personnel confirmed that no material 
environmental incidents had occurred during the audit period.   

Additionally, the small number of complaints received during the audit period (a maximum of one in each of 
the 2019 and 2020 calendar years, with none in 2018) indicates that WQ are generally managing site activities 
to ensure that impacts to local community receivers are minimised.   

  



 

 
 

Independent Environmental Audit | 19 July 2021 13 
 

5. NON-COMPLIANCES AGAINST APPROVALS 
AND LICENCES 

This section provides a discussion on the identified non-compliances against DA 344-11-2001 and other licences 
reviewed at the time of the IEA.   

A summary of non-compliances identified during this IEA are provided in Table 4.  Recommendations arising 
from these non-compliances are included in Section 6. 

Table A and Table B of Appendix B provides a complete tabulated list of conditions of DA 344-11-2001 and 
other licences, respectively, with the compliance status and more detailed comments noted against each. 

There were no recorded non-compliances against WQ mining authorities or Water Access Licences reviewed 
during this IEA (see Table B of Appendix B). 

Table 4 Identified Non-Compliances 

Ref Non-Compliance  

DA 344-11-2001 

Schedule 2, 
Condition 2(a) 

Some non-conformances against the conditions of DA 344-11-2001 were noted during the audit 
period. These non-conformances are summarised below in this table, with further detail provided 
in Appendix B. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 3B 

WQ were not able to verify that DPIE have been advised that a noise agreement is in place with the 
owner of property ‘N2’. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 4 (c) 

The Noise Management Plan (NMP) allows for bi-annual noise monitoring.  A period greater than 
six months had elapsed between the noise monitoring events in August 2018 and April 2019. This 
was reported as a non-compliance in the 2018-19 AR. 

Schedule 3, 
Conditions 11, 
13 

Four depositional dust samples were not collected within 30+/-2 days required under the 
relevant administrative standard. November and December 2019 and February and March 
2020 samples were collected after 33, 35, 27 and 33 days, respectively. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 
23C(a) 

DPIE endorsement of OzArk as a suitable party to prepare the AHCMP could not be verified 
at the time of audit, however it is noted that the ACHMP was approved by DPIE. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 25 

Suitable long-term securities for WQ offsets were not confirmed and approved by DPIE prior 
to 31/12/18, as required under DA 344-11-2001.   

Schedule 3, 
Condition 31 (c) 

The submission date of the Mining Operations Plan for the period July 2020 to July 2025 to DPIE-
RR was 29/05/20, which was outside of the three-month period from the approval of MOD3. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 37 

Waste oil drums and other containers were found to be stored outside of bunded pallets during the 
audit site inspection. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 5 (b) 
and (c) 

Evidence was not available to verify WQ review of plans strategies and programs following 
submission of relevant Annual Review (AR) documents and the 2018 IEA report.  

Schedule 5, 
Condition 8 

The 2018-2019 WQ AR noted a non-compliance as at the time of publishing the AR; the 
meeting minutes from 5 June 2019 CCC meeting was not publicly available on the WQ 
website. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 12 

Evidence was not available to confirm that copies of the 2018-19 and 2019-20 AR documents 
were provided to LCC. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 17 

Environmental Assessment documentation listed in Schedule 2, Condition 2(c) of DA 344-11-
2001 was not available on the WQ website. 
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6. AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS   

This section provides a summary of IEA recommendations arising from identified non-compliances, as well as 
opportunities for continual improvement. 

A consolidated list of recommendations is provided in Table 5.  This includes those arising from both the non-
compliances listed in Section 5 and from opportunities for review and improvement identified during this IEA.   

Table 5 IEA Recommendations 

Ref Recommendation Description  

Non-Compliance Recommendations 

DA 344-11-2001 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 2 

It is recommended that the times of all blast events are included in future Blast Monitoring Reports 
and AR documents published on the WQ website, to confirm compliance with approved WQ 
blasting hours. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 3B 

It is recommended that WQ formally notify DPIE that a noise agreement is in place with the owner 
of property ID ‘N2’.   

Schedule 3, 
Condition 4 (c) 

Undertake noise monitoring bi-annually in accordance with the approved Noise Management 
Plan. 

Schedule 3, 
Conditions 11, 
13 

Ensure that dust sampling is undertaken within 30+/-2 days required under the relevant standard. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 23C 

It is recommended that WQ seek formal DPIE endorsement of OzArk (or other suitably qualified 
person(s)) at the next revision of the ACHMP. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 25 

It is recommended that WQ seek DPIE approval of the long-term offset security payments 
made to the Biodiversity Conservation Fund in 2018. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 37 

Put additional containment / storage measures in place to ensure that containers holding 
hydrocarbons and oils are appropriately stored when not in active use, in accordance with 
AS1940. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 5 (b) 
and (c) 

WQ consider adding a column providing the purpose of review/update to management plan 
document control tables to address this condition. It is also recommended that notification is 
provided to the DPIE on submission of each AR that confirms any management plans 
scheduled to be revised by WQ. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 8 

Upload CCC meeting minutes to the Company website following their distribution to CCC 
representatives. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 12 

Ensure that copies of WQ AR documents continue to be provided to LCC. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 17 

Update the link to the current DPIE major projects database from the WQ website for access 
to DA 344-11-2001 approvals documentation.   

Continual Improvement Recommendations 

DA 344-11-2001 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 1 

Include the timing of all blast events in future Blast Monitoring Reports and AR documents 
published on the WQ website, to confirm compliance with approved blasting hours. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 4 (a) 

Include comment on the annual operational noise Best Practice Measure review undertaken 
by WQ in future ARs. 
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Ref Recommendation Description  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 4 (b) 

Consider adding a section to the ‘Daily Inspection Logs’ to allow for comments on 
metrological conditions and/or any corrective actions taken to minimise noise emissions from 
site to be noted by the Quarry Manager.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 4 (b) 

Recommend that WQ consider making real-time meteorological data available to the Quarry 
Manager, to assist in reviewing noise-enhancing weather conditions. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 4 (b) 

It is recommended that WQ include comment on the annual BPM review of noise impacts in 
future ARs. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the NMP. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 (c) 

It is recommended that WQ include comment on the annual BPM review of noise impacts in future 
ARs. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 (e) 

Recommend that the NMP is updated to modify the siting of attended monitoring location N2, or 
to add a fourth monitoring location representative of the closest privately-owned residence. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 9 (a) 

Include comments on fume management in future blast monitoring reports. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 10 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the Blast Management Plan. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 13 (a) 

Consider adding a section to the ‘Daily Inspection Logs’ to allow for comments on 
metrological conditions and/or any corrective actions taken to minimise noise emissions from 
site to be noted by the Quarry Manager.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 13 (b) 

Consider making real-time meteorological data available to the Quarry Manager to assist in 
reviewing noise-enhancing weather conditions. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 14 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the Air Quality Management Plan. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 18 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the Soil and Water Management 
Plan (SWMP). 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 23c 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the Aboriginal and Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 25 

WQ should seek DPIE approval for the long-term security arrangements confirmed for the 
BOS in May 2020. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 26 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the Biodiversity Management Plan. 

WQ should record and maintain mapping of areas treated for weeds in each year, to allow for 
the regular review of weed treatment methods and performance. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 30 

Review the performance of cover on relatively small bare areas of topsoil stockpiles and 
rehabilitation areas identified.  Re-establishment of grass cover and/or infill plantings should 
be considered in these areas. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 33 

Investigate options to complete infill plantings or establish a cover crop on exposed sections 
of the visual bund. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 1 

Include the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the Environmental Management 
Strategy. 

EL 4473 

Schedule 2, 
Condition 3 

It is recommended that WQ consider the Exploration Code of Practice: Community 
Consultation in during consultation required for future activities under EL 4473. 

 

  



 

 
 

Independent Environmental Audit | 19 July 2021 16 
 

 

For 

JAMES BAILEY & ASSOCIATES 
 

 
 
Dorian Walsh  
Senior Environmental Scientist  
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Independent Environmental Audit Report Declaration 

Project Name: Wallerawang Quarry 

Consent No.: DA 344-11-2001 (as modified) 

Description of Project: Wallerawang Quarry (hard rock production) 

Project Address: Lot 6, Great Western Highway, Wallerawang, NSW, 2845 

Proponent Walker Quarries Pty Ltd 

Proponent Address: Lot 6, Great Western Highway, Wallerawang, NSW, 2845 

Title of Audit: Wallerawang Quarry Independent Environmental Audit 

Date: 16/07/21 

Declaration 

I declare that I have undertaken the Independent Audit and prepared the contents of the 
attached Independent Audit Report and to the best of my knowledge: 
i. the audit has been undertaken in accordance with relevant condition(s) of consent and the 
Independent Audit Compliance Requirements (Department 2020); 
ii. the findings of the audit are reported truthfully, accurately and completely; 
iii. I have exercised due diligence and professional judgement in conducting the audit; 
iv. I have acted professionally, objectively and in an unbiased manner; 
v. I am not related to any proponent, owner or operator of the project neither as an 
employer,  
business partner, employee, or by sharing a common employer, having a contractual 
arrangement outside the audit, or by relationship as spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or 
child; 
vi. I do not have any pecuniary interest in the audited project, including where there is a 
reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial gain or loss to me or spouse, partner, 
sibling, parent, or child; 
vii. neither I nor my employer have provided consultancy services for the audited project 
that were subject to this audit except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the 
audit; and 
viii. I have not accepted, nor intend to accept any inducement, commission, gift or any 
other benefit (apart from payment for auditing services) from any proponent, owner or 
operator of the project,  
their employees or any interested party. I have not knowingly allowed, nor intend to allow 
my colleagues to do so. 
Notes: 
a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must 
not include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a 
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an 
audit if the person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. 
The proponent of an approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide 
information for inclusion in) a report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the 
Minister in connection with an audit if 
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The 
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000; 
and 
b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: 
section 307B (giving false or misleading information – maximum penalty 2 years 
imprisonment or 200 penalty units, or both. 

Name of Auditor: Dorian Walsh 

Signature: 
 

Auditor Qualification 
Auditor for Environmental Management, EMS and Compliance Audits.  Exemplar Global 

No. 201881 

Company: James Bailey & Associates 

Company Address: 6/127-129 John Street, Singleton  NSW  2330 
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• protect the safety of people and livestock; 

• protect public or private infrastructure and property from damage; and 

• minimise the dust and fume emissions; 

(b) operate a suitable system to enable the local community to get up-to-date information on the proposed blasting 

schedule on site; and 

(c) carry out regular monitoring to determine whether the development is complying with the relevant conditions of this 

consent, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

dust, fume to Highway. 

Section 6.1.7 of the Blast MP details measures to reduce fume emissions. It is recommended that 

comments on fume management are included in future blast monitoring reports. 

b) Section 6.1.1of the Blast MP details the system to enable the community to get up to date 

information. Examples of WQ Blast Notices were sighted, including for events on 24/02/21 and 

13/04/21.   

c) Blast monitoring has been undertaken in accordance with the monitoring schedule within Section 7 

of the Blast MP, where monitoring is required for each blast event. 

Blast Management Plan   

10. The Applicant must prepare a Blast Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This 

plan must: 

(a) be submitted to the Secretary for approval within three months of the determination of Modification 1, unless 

otherwise agreed by the Secretary; 

(b) describe the measures to be implemented to ensure compliance with the blast criteria and operating conditions of 

this consent; 

(c) include measures to manage flyrock to ensure the safety or people and livestock and to protect properties; 

(d) include a monitoring program for evaluating and reporting on compliance with the blasting criteria in this consent; 

(e) include local community notification procedures for the blasting schedule, in particular to nearby residences; and 

(f) include a protocol for investigating and responding to complaints related to blasting operations. 

The Applicant must implement the Blast Management Plan as approved from time to time by the Secretary. 

Compliant Wallerawang Quarry currently operates under the Blast Management and Explosives Control Plan Aug 20 

(Version 2.3) approved by the Secretary 19/08/20. Recommend including the approval letter from DPIE 

as an Appendix to the BMP. 

a) The 2018 IEA sighted an email dated 24/11/2017 from RW Corkery submitting the Blast MP to 

DPIE.  MOD 1 was approved 25/8/17, which is within 3 months.  

b) Section 6 of the Blast MP provides details on measures to be implemented to ensure compliance. 

c) Section 6.1.5 provides details on managing flyrock; 

d) Section 7 includes details on the blast monitoring program; 

e) Section 6.1.1 provides the procedures for blasting scheduling and community notification; and  

f) Section 6.2.2 details the protocol for responding to complaints.  

 

AIR QUALITY   

Air Quality Criteria   

11. The Applicant must ensure that particulate matter emissions generated by the development do not cause 

exceedances of the criteria in Table 4 at any residence on privately-owned land. 

 

Notes: 

a Total impact (i.e. incremental increase in concentrations due to the development plus background concentrations 

due to all other sources). NSW Government Department of Planning & Environment 12 

b Incremental impact (i.e. incremental increase in concentrations due to the development on its own).  

c Excludes extraordinary events such as bushfires, prescribed burning, dust storms, fire incidents or any other activity 

agreed by the Planning Secretary.  

d Deposited dust is to be assessed as insoluble solids as defined by Standards Australia, AS/NZS 3580.10.1:2003: 

Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Ambient Air - Determination of Particulate Matter - Deposited Matter - 

Gravimetric Method. 

Not compliant PM2.5 24hr criteria was added to the consent on approval of MOD 3 on 26/2/20.  The Air Quality Impact 

Assessment for MOD3 (Ramboll, 2019) predicted that no receptors would experience exceedances of the air 

quality impact criteria as a result of WQ operations. 

Deposited dust is required to be measured monthly and the particulate matter to be measured continuously. 

In accordance with Section 7.3.2 of the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP), a Dust Master Pro has been 

installed and operating since February 2021 (AI, pers comm).  

The following Deposited dust non-compliances occurred during the audit period: 

- 2018 (from April) – No exceedances of criteria; 

- 2019 – No exceedances of criteria. Two dust samples were not collected within the 30+/-2 days 

required under the relevant standard. November and December 2019 samples were collected 

after 33 and 35 days, respectively. These are considered to be administrative non-

compliances given that the results were analysed and recorded; 

- 2020 - January results exceeded the air quality criteria but were not considered to be an exceedance 

due to extraordinary regional bushfire events and their impact on monitoring results (as per Table 6.2 

of the AQMP); 

No other exceedances of impact criteria. Two dust samples were not collected within 30+/-2 

days required under the relevant standard. February and March 2020 samples were collected 

after 27 and 33 days, respectively. These are considered to be administrative non-

compliances given that the results were analysed and recorded; 

- 2021 (during the audit period) – No exceedances of criteria. 

Recommend ensuring that dust sampling is undertaken within 30+/-2 day period required under the 

relevant standard. 
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12. The air quality criteria in Table 4 do not apply if the Applicant has an agreement with the owner/s of the relevant 

residence or infrastructure to exceed the air quality criteria, and the Applicant has advised the Department in writing of 

the terms of this agreement. 

Not triggered  WQ does not currently have any agreements with relevant residences or infrastructure (AI per comms). 

Operating Conditions   

13. The Applicant must:  

(a) implement best practice management to minimise the dust emissions of the development;  

(b) regularly assess meteorological and air quality monitoring data and relocate, modify and/or stop operations on site 

to ensure compliance with the air quality criteria in this consent;  

(c) minimise the air quality impacts of the development during adverse meteorological conditions and extraordinary 

events (see note c under Table 4);  

(d) monitor and report on compliance with the relevant air quality conditions in this consent; and  

(e) minimise the area of surface disturbance and undertake progressive rehabilitation of the site,  

to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

Not compliant a) Table 6.1 of the AQMP lists out the proactive mitigation and management measures for site. It is 

recommended that WQ consider adding a section to the ‘Daily Inspection Logs’ to allow for 

comments on metrological conditions and/or any corrective management actions taken to 

minimise dust emissions from site to be noted by the Quarry Manager.  

b) Section 7.2 of the AQMP list out the meteorological data and reasoning for positioning. Table 6.2 of 

the AQMP lists out the Trigger and Responsive actions for the Quarry including relocation of 

activities, or suspension of activities. It is recommended that WQ consider making real-time 

meteorological data available to the Quarry Manager to allow the review of weather 

conditions to assist in dust management. 

c) As per above. 

d) Section 9 of the AQMP provides details on reporting on air quality conditions.  

e) View rehabilitation and bunding areas during site inspection. Progressive rehabilitation is described 

in the Rehabilitation Management Plan (see Schedule 3, Conditions 30 – 33). Disturbed areas on 

site were generally consistent with concept plans presented in the EIS and MOD3. 

The AQMP requires dust deposition monitoring to be undertaken in accordance with AS/NZS 

3580.10.1:2003. The monitoring period prescribed in this standard is 30 +/- 2 days. On four occasions 

during the audit period, the timing of deposition dust monitoring periods did not align with the 

relevant standard (See Schedule 3, Condition 11 above). These are considered to be administrative 

non-compliances given that the results were analysed and recorded outside of the approved period. 

Air Quality Management Plan   

14. The Applicant must prepare an Air Quality Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

This plan must:  

(a) be submitted to the Secretary for approval within three months of the determination of Modification 1, unless 

otherwise agree by the Secretary;  

(b) describe the measures to be implemented to ensure:  

• compliance with the air quality criteria and operating conditions of this consent;  

• best practice management is being employed; and  

• the air quality impacts of the development are minimised during adverse meteorological conditions and 

extraordinary events;  

(c) describe the proposed air quality management system;  

(d) include an air quality monitoring program that:  

• is capable of evaluating the performance of the development;  

• includes a protocol for determining any exceedances of the relevant conditions of consent;  

• effectively supports the air quality management system; and  

• evaluates and reports on the adequacy of the air quality management system.  

The Applicant must implement the approved Air Quality Management Plan as approved from time to time by the 

Secretary. 

Compliant Wallerawang Quarry currently operates under the AQMP 2021 (version 3.0) approved by the Secretary 

03/02/21. Recommend including the approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the AQMP. 

a) MOD 1 was approved 25/08/17. 2018 IEA sighted email submitting the AQMP to DPIE on 24/11/17, 

within 3 months of approval.  

b) AQMP Section 5 contains details on compliance with criteria, AQMP Section 6.4 includes details on 

best practice management and Table 6.2 describes actions to minimise air quality impacts during 

adverse meteorological conditions. 

c) Section 6 of the AQMP describes the air quality management system. 

d) Section 7 of the AQMP provides details of the air quality monitoring program and shows it is 

capable for evaluating the performance of the development and effectively supports the air quality 

management system. Section 8 of the AQMP lists the protocol for determining any exceedances 

and Section 9 details the reporting and adequacy of monitoring data. 

During the site inspection, minimal visible dust was being generated by site plant and equipment, with 

watercarts operating on haul roads, and water available in tanks located adjacent to internal processing 

areas (see Plate 4).  

METEOROLOGICAL MONITORING   

15. For the life of the development, the Applicant must ensure that there is a suitable meteorological station operating in Compliant a) Section 7.2 of the AQMP states that the WQ meteorological station is run in accordance with 
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close proximity to the site that:  

(a) complies with the requirements in the Approved Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in New South 

Wales (DEC, 2007); and  

(b) is capable of measuring meteorological conditions in accordance with the NSW Noise Policy for Industry (EPA, 

2017), unless a suitable alternative is approved by the Secretary following consultation with EPA. 

Approved Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in New South Wales. 

AI (pers comm) noted that the site weather station was upgraded in late 2020 and was providing 

calibrated data from February 2021.  Viewed automatic weather station calibration quote from ALS 

dated 18/11/20 and email with report from ALS dated 01/12/20 confirming that calibration was 

undertaken. 

b) As per Table 7.1 of the AQMP, the meteorological station is capable of measuring rainfall, air 

temperature, relative humidity, wind direction, wind speed and sigma theta. The site of the WQ 

meteorological monitoring station was inspected during the site component of the audit.   

 

SOIL AND WATER   

Water Supply   

16. The Applicant must ensure that it has sufficient water for all stages of the development, and if necessary, adjust the 

scale of operations under the consent to match its available water supply, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

Compliant Viewed WQ AR documents for the audit period. No water supplies were purchased in the 2108/19, 2019/20 

periods. AI (pers comm) confirmed no purchases during the 2020/21 period to date. 

The audit site inspection confirmed that storage cells and dams were in place generally as approved in the 

EIS, to allow for the reuse of water within the site for processing (see Plate 5 to Plate 7). 

WQ holds the following WALs to provide flexibility to obtain water via groundwater or Cox’s River if required 

in a period of drought conditions: 

- WAL42930 (Coxs Fractured Groundwater); 

- WAL42390 Coxs Fractured Groundwater) (nil allocation - superseded); 

- WAL41884 (Upper Nepean and Upstream Warragamba Water Source) (nil allocation); and 

- Works Approval for bore (GW) and pump (SW). 

Water Discharges   

17. The Applicant must comply with the discharge limits in any EPL, or with section 120 of the POEO Act. Compliant Two discharges from site occurred during the reporting period, from: 

- SD1 on 6 April 06/04/20 (referenced in Section 7.2.2 of the 2019/20 AR). Water quality results 
reported in the AR indicate the discharge water quality was within discharge limits specified in EPL 
13172 for all parameters; and 

- SD1 on 24/03/21.  Sighted Envirolab data provided by AI dated 31/03/21, which confirmed Total 
Suspended Solids in exceedance of EPL criteria (see Table 2). AI provided site rainfall data for the 
day prior to the elevated monitoring result, which exceeded the 5-day 95th percentile of ~55mm rain. 

 

Soil and Water Management Plan   

18. The Applicant must prepare a Soil and Water Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction of the 

Secretary. This plan must:  

(a) be prepared by suitably qualified and experienced person/s approved by the Secretary;  

(b) be prepared in consultation with the EPA, DPIE - Water and WaterNSW;  

(c) be submitted to the Secretary for approval within three months of the determination of Modification 1 and 

Modification 3, unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary; and  

(d) include a:  

 

Compliant Wallerawang Quarry currently operates under the Soil and Water Management Plan April 2019 approved by 

the Secretary on 03/04/19. AI (pers comm) noted later version of the SWMP was in preparation at the time of 

audit [and subsequently approved 16/06/21]. Recommend including the approval letter from DPIE as an 

Appendix to the SWMP. 

a) Alex Irwin from RW Corkery was approved to prepare the SWMP by the Secretary in a letter from 

DPE dated 21/12/2017, included in Appendix 1 of the SWMP. 

b) The SWMP was prepared in consultation with the EPA, DPI Water and WaterNSW. (Appendix 2) 

c) The 2018 IEA sighted an email dated 24/11/2017 from RW Corkery submitting the SWMP to DPIE.  

MOD 1 was approved 25/8/17, which is within 3 months.  

MOD3 was approved 26/2/20.  

DPIE provided review comments on MOD3 SWMP on 22/12/20 and DPIE-NRAR provided comment 

on 08/02/21. 

 I. Site Water Balance that includes:  

• details of: 

 a. sources and security of water supply;  

Compliant Site Water Balance (SWMP Section 7.3): 

c) Section 7.1 describes the security of water through the life of mine. 

d) Section 7.2 describes water use and Section 9 describes the management on site. 
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b. water use and management on site;  

c. any off-site water transfers; and  

d. reporting procedures; and  

• measures to be implemented to minimise clean water use on site;  

e) AI (pers comm) confirmed no off site transfers. 

f) Section 12 describes reporting procedures.  

Appendix 3 of the SWMP contains the erosion and sediment control plan which provides measures to be 

implemented to minimise clean water use on site. Sediment dams, drains and settling cells were inspected 

during the audit period and found to be generally well maintained and sited in accordance with the EIS 

concept layout plans. 

 II. Surface Water Management Plan, that includes:  

• a program for obtaining detailed baseline data on surface water flows and quality in water bodies that 

could potentially be affected by the development;  

• a detailed description of the surface water management system on site including the:  

a. clean water diversion system;  

b. erosion and sediment controls;  

c. dirty water management system; and  

d. water storages; and  

• a program to monitor and report on:  

a. any surface water discharges;  

b. the effectiveness of the water management system,  

c. the quality of water discharged from the site to the environment;  

d. surface water flows and quality in local watercourses;  

Compliant Surface Water Management Plan (Section 7.3 of the SWMP) 

- Section 10.2.1 and 10.3.1 provides details on the monitoring locations and sampling frequency of 

the surface water monitoring. Section 10.7 describes the reporting of this monitoring  

- Section 6 (including Appendix 3) describes the surface water management system.  

a) Section 9.2 describes the clean water diversion system 

b) Section 9.3 describes the erosion and sediment controls 

c) Section 8 describes the dirty water management system 

d) Section 5.2 provides details on the water storage at the Quarry 

- Section 10 describes the water monitoring system on site as well as the reporting requirements.  

- a) Section 10.2.1 states monitoring is undertaken at SD 1 SB 2 and upstream and downstream of 

the Quarry at Coxs River 

- b) Section 10.4.1 provides details of the monitoring criteria and that it must comply with Section  

- c) As per (a) above monitoring completed upstream and downstream of the discharge point, and 

reporting against criteria in Table 10.4 alerts to the quality of water that is discharged  

- d) As per above.  

 

 III. Groundwater Management Plan that includes:  

• a provision that requires the Applicant to obtain appropriate water licence(s) to cover the volume of any 

unforeseen groundwater inflows into the quarry from the quarry face or floor; and 

 • a monitoring program to manage potential impacts, if any, on any alluvium and associated surface water 

source near the proposed extraction area that includes:  

a. identification of a methodology for determining threshold water level criteria;  

b. contingency measures in the event of a breach of thresholds; and  

c. a program to regularly report on monitoring.  

The Applicant must implement the approved Soil and Water Management Plan as approved from time to time by the 

Secretary. 

Compliant Groundwater Management Plan  

- Section 3.3 provides for a provision that requires the Applicant to obtain appropriate water 

licence(s) to cover the\ volume of any unforeseen groundwater inflows into the quarry from the 

quarry face or floor. 

- Section 10.2.2, 10.3.2 and 10.4.2 provides an overview of the groundwater monitoring system and 

required criteria.  

a) Section 10.4.2 provides information on how the groundwater level was determined. 

b) Section 11.2.4 provides contingency measures in the case of a breach of threshold. 

c)Section 10.6.2 and 12.2 describes the program to regularly report on monitoring. 

AI (pers comm) noted as a commitment in the MOD3 SEE had not been undertaken, as the two groundwater 

bores (GW111587 and GW801271) in the vicinity of the WQ site were outside of predicted drawdown 

influence due to quarry operations.  These bores will continue to be monitored, in accordance with the 

SWMP.  

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT   

Monitoring of Coal Transport   

19. The Applicant must keep accurate records of all laden truck movements to and from the site and publish a summary 

of records on its website every 6 months. 

Compliant Six-monthly records of laden truck movements during the audit period to 2021 were available on the WQ 

website.  Viewed record of 2,139 truck movements during from 01/01/21 to 23/04/21.   

Operating Conditions  a)  

20. The Applicant must: 

a. ensure that all laden trucks entering or exiting the site have their loads covered, with the exception of loads 

consisting solely of boulders greater than one tonne in weight; 

b. ensure that all laden trucks exiting the site are cleaned of material that may fall from vehicles, before leaving 

the site; and 

Compliant b) Site inspection confirmed that laden trucks exiting site had their loads covered when leaving site. 

c) Site inspection confirmed that the wheel wash remains in place to clean trucks prior to leaving site. 

d) Site inspection noted that clear signage was not displayed on all trucks leaving site. Deemed 

compliant by 2018 IEA as the condition to displate signage cannot be formally enforced by WQ for 

external operators accessing site. 
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c. use its best endeavours to ensure that appropriate signage is displayed on all trucks used to transport product 

from the development so they can be easily identified by road users. 

Protection of Aboriginal Heritage   

21. The Applicant must ensure that the development does not cause any direct or indirect impact on any identified 

heritage item located outside the approved disturbance area, beyond those predicted in the document/s listed in 

condition 2(c) of Schedule 2. 

Compliant Section 5.6 of the ACHMP states any proposed works outside the current approval area resulting in 

vegetation clearing or ground surface disturbance will require heritage assessment involving a suitably 

qualified archaeologist and RAPs (if required). 

AI (pers comms) confirmed one area approved under MOD3 was salvaged during the audit period.  Viewed 

‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Salvage Report, Wallerawang Quarry Modification 3’ prepared by Ozark (April 

2021).  The report documents the salvage of site 45-1-2802 (WQ1) approved under MOD3, and in 

accordance with the ACHMP procedures (refer Schedule 3, Condition 23C). 

22. If suspected human remains are discovered on site, then all work surrounding the area must cease, and the area 

must be secured. The Applicant must immediately notify NSW Police and BCD, and work must not recommence in 

the area until authorised by NSW Police and BCD. 

Not triggered No suspected human remains discovered on site during the audit period (AI per comms) 

23. If any previously unknown Aboriginal object or Aboriginal place is discovered on the site:  

(a) all work in the immediate vicinity of the object or place must cease immediately;  

(b) a 10 metre buffer area around the object or place must be cordoned off; and  

(c) BCD must be contacted immediately. 

Not Triggered  No previously unknown objects or place were discovered on site during the audit period (AI per comms) 

23A. Work in the immediate vicinity may only recommence if: 

a) the potential Aboriginal object or Aboriginal place is confirmed by BCD upon consultation with the Registered 

Aboriginal Parties not to be an Aboriginal object or Aboriginal Place; or 

(b) the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan required by condition 23C is revised to include the 

Aboriginal object or Aboriginal place and appropriate measures in respect of it, to the satisfaction of the Secretary; 

or 

(c) the Secretary is satisfied as to the measures to be implemented in respect of the Aboriginal object or Aboriginal 

place and makes a written direction in that regard. ( 

 

Not Triggered As per Schedule 3, Condition 23. 

23B. The Applicant must ensure that all known Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal places on the site and within any offset 

areas are properly recorded, and those records are kept up to date, in the AHIMS Register. 

Compliant One known Aboriginal Site is located within the site boundary, recorded in AHIMS as site #45-1-2802 (WQ 

site reference: WQ1).  This site was salvaged during the audit period (see Schedule 3, Condition 21). 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan   

23C. The Applicant must prepare an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction 

of the Secretary. This plan must: 

(a) be prepared by suitably qualified and experienced person/s whose appointment has been endorsed by the 

Secretary; 

(b) be prepared in consultation with BCD and Registered Aboriginal Parties; 

(c) describe the measures to be implemented on the site or within any offset area to: 

(i) comply with the heritage-related operating conditions of this consent; 

(ii) ensure all workers receive suitable Aboriginal cultural heritage inductions prior to carrying out any activities 

which may cause impacts to Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal places, and that suitable records are kept of these 

inductions; 

(iii) protect, monitor and manage identified Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places (including any proposed 

archaeological investigations of potential subsurface objects and salvage of objects within the approved 

disturbance area) in accordance with the commitments made in the document/s listed in condition 2Error! 

Reference source not found. of Schedule 2; 

Not compliant Wallerawang Quarry currently operates under the Aboriginal and Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

(ACHMP) Feb 2020 (version 2.3a) approved by the Secretary 19/08/21. Recommend including the 

approval letter from DPIE as an Appendix to the ACHMP. 

a) Appendix 1 of the ACHMP provides details of the author (OzArk). DPIE endorsement of OzArk as 

a suitable party to prepare the AHCMP could not be verified at the time of audit, however it is 

noted that the ACHMP was approved by DPIE. It is recommended that WQ seek formal DPIE 

endorsement of OzArk at the next revision of the ACHMP. 

b) ACHMP has been prepared by OzArk in consultation with RAPs (Appendix 2), BCD (Appendix 3) 

and DPIE.  

c) Section 2.1 shows compliance with consent conditions. 

Section 5.2 provides for inductions regarding Aboriginal cultural heritage to all staff. 

Section 5.3 allows for the protection, monitoring and managing of identified Aboriginal sites and 

places. 

Section 5.6 allows for the protection of Aboriginal sites and places outside the approved 
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(iv) protect Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places located outside the approved disturbance area from impacts 

of the development; 

(v) manage the discovery of suspected human remains and any new Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal places, 

including provisions for burials, over the life of the development; 

(vi) maintain and manage reasonable access for relevant Aboriginal stakeholders to Aboriginal objects and 

Aboriginal places (outside of the approved disturbance area); and 

(vii) facilitate ongoing consultation and involvement of Registered Aboriginal Parties in the conservation and 

management of Aboriginal cultural heritage on the site; 

(d) include a strategy for the care, control and storage of Aboriginal objects salvaged on site, in particular AHIMS Site 

#45-1-2802, both during the life of the development and in the long-term. 

disturbance area.  

Sections 5.4 and 5.5 provides for the management of potential discovery of human remains or new 

Aboriginal objects. 

Section 5.6 allows for the management of access for Aboriginal stakeholders to Aboriginal sites or 

places outside approved disturbance area. 

Section 3.1 allows for the ongoing consultation and involvement of RAPs. 

d) Section 5.3.2 provides details on the care, control and storage of artefacts salvaged on site. 

Salvage of AHIMS Site #45-1-2802 was completed during the audit period (viewed completed ‘Aboriginal 
Site Impact Recording Form’ (ASIRF) completed on 22/01/21 and OzArk email to WQ dated 22/01/21).  
OzArk (2021) also note that the artefacts salvaged from site 45-1-2802 were reburied in accordance with 
Section 5.3.2 of the ACHMP following approval of the ASIRF by BCD. 

OzArk (2021) confirmed the reburial took place following the salvage on 20 January 2021. A site card was 

submitted to the AHIMS registrar for the reburial location. The AHIMS ID registered for the reburial location 

is 45-1-2826. 

23D. The Applicant must not commence any ground disturbance associated with Modification 3 until the Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage Management Plan is approved by the Secretary. 

Compliant The ACHMP was approved in February 2020, prior to MOD 3 disturbance, which began on 02/06/20 (AI, 

pers comm).  

23E. The Applicant must implement the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan approved by the Secretary. Compliant See Schedule 3, Conditions 21 – 21D above. 

BIODIVERSITY AND REHABILITATION   

Biodiversity Offset Strategy    

24. By 28 February 2018, the Applicant must provide a Biodiversity Offset Strategy in accordance with the Framework for 

Biodiversity Assessment - NSW Biodiversity Offsets Policy for Major Projects, for the retirement of ecosystem and 

species credits as set out in Table 5, to the satisfaction of the Secretary and BCD. 

 

Compliant WQ required the development a BOS for the retirement of ecosystem and species credits generated by the 

disturbance to 2.4 ha of native vegetation associated with MOD1. The 2018 IEA sited the Interim BOS which 

was submitted on 27/2/18 and DPIE letter dated 28/2/18 which confirmed they considered the Interim BOS 

satisfied this condition. 

Viewed confirmation by BCD as to the biodiversity credits to be retired on 14 June 2018 (Appendix 2 of 

BDMP). 

Section 1 of the BOS states it was developed in accordance with the required framework. 

Security of Offsets   

25. By 31 December 2018, unless otherwise agreed with the Secretary, the Applicant must make suitable arrangements 

to provide appropriate long-term security for the Biodiversity Offset Strategy, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. Any 

mechanism must remain in force in perpetuity. 

Note: Mechanisms to provide appropriate long-term security to the land within the Biodiversity Offset Strategy in 

accordance with the NSW Biodiversity Offset Policy for Major Projects 2014. 

Not compliant A Final BOS was submitted on 13/07/18 to DPIE.  Viewed DPIE letter approving the BOS, dated 08/04/19. 

Viewed ‘Statement Confirming Payment into the Biodiversity Conservation Fund for an offset obligation’ for 

Walker Quarries Pty Limited from BCT, dated 26/05/20, which is outside of the date required under the 

condition to provide long-term security arrangements for the BOS. It is recommended that WQ seek 

DPIE approval for the long-term security arrangements confirmed for the BOS in 2020. 

Biodiversity Management Plan   

26. The Applicant must prepare a Biodiversity Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

This plan must: 

(a) be prepared by suitably qualified and experienced persons whose appointment has been endorsed by the 

Secretary; 

(b) be prepared in consultation with BCD; 

(c) be submitted to the Secretary within three months of providing a satisfactory Biodiversity Offset Strategy or by 31 

Compliant The Wallerawang Quarry operates under a Biodiversity Management Plan (BDMP) (dated September, 2020) 

was approved by the Secretary 08/04/19. Recommend including the approval letter from DPIE as an 

Appendix to the BDMP. 

a) Letter from DPIE dated 28/5/20 approved the suitability of Alex Walker to prepare the BDMP 

(Appendix 1). 

b) Letter from BCD dated 21/5/20 providing the Quarry with comments to address (Appendix 2), 

Further letter from BCD dated 7/9/20 reviewing the updated BMP addressing their previous 
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March 2018, whichever is earlier; 

(d) describe the short, medium, and long-term measures to be undertaken to manage the remnant vegetation and 

fauna habitat on the site 

(e) include a detailed description of the measures described in paragraph (d) to be implemented over the next 3 years 

(to be updated for each 3-year period following initial approval of the plan) including  the procedures to be 

implemented for: 

• maximising the salvage of environmental resources within the approved disturbance area, including tree 

hollows, vegetative and soil resources, for beneficial reuse in the enhancement of any biodiversity offset 

areas or site rehabilitation; 

• restoring and enhancing the quality of native vegetation and fauna habitat in any biodiversity offset and 

rehabilitation areas through assisted natural regeneration, targeted vegetation establishment and the 

introduction of fauna habitat features; 

• protecting vegetation and fauna habitat outside the approved disturbance area on-site; 

• minimising the impacts on native fauna, including undertaking pre-clearance surveys; 

• ensuring minimal environmental consequences for threatened species, populations and habitats, including 

the Purple Copper Butterfly; 

• collecting and propagating seed; 

• controlling weeds and feral pests; 

• controlling erosion; and 

• managing bushfire risk; 

(f) include a program to monitor and report on the effectiveness of these measures, and progress against the 

performance and completion criteria; 

(g) identify the potential risks to the successful implementation of the Biodiversity Offset Strategy, and include a 

description of the contingency measures to be implemented to mitigate these risks; and 

(h) include details of who is responsible for monitoring, reviewing, and implementing the plan. 

The Applicant must implement the Biodiversity Management Plan as approved from time to time by the Secretary. 

comments (Appendix 2). Table 1.4 and 1.5 of the BDMP how all comments have been addressed. 

c) 2018 IEA viewed letter from DPIE dated 28/2/18 confirming DPIE agree to the submission of the 

BDMP within 3 months of providing the final BOS.  

d) Section 4 provides measures (short, medium and long term measures to be undertaken to manage 

vegetation and habitat. Section 4.1 defines short term as activities with a duration between 18 

months and 2 years, medium term is activities which require a longer term duration but has an end 

point and long term includes ongoing or repeat activities. 

e) Section 4.5 describes measures to maximise salvage of resources. 

Section 4.5 and 4.6 describes measures to restore and enhance native vegetation in both 

rehabilitation and offset areas. 

Section 4.4 and 5.2 describes measures to protect vegetation and habitat outside the approved 

disturbance area. 

Section 4.4.1 describes measures for vegetation clearing.  

Section 4.9 describes measures to support threatened species including the Purple Copper 

Butterfly  

Section 4.6 describes measures on collecting and propagating seed. 

Section 4.7 describes measures on controlling weeds and pests. 

Section 4.2, 4.4 and 4.8 describes measures on controlling erosion. A site inspection was 

completed by Resources Regulator on 12/3/19 which requested the Quarry to address matters on 

ongoing sediment and erosion control and weed management. The site inspection found that 

Sediment dams, drains and settling cells were inspected during the audit period and found to be 

generally well maintained and sited in accordance with the EIS concept layout plans.. 

Section 4.10 described measures on managing bushfire risk. 

Sighted copies of ecological pre-clearance survey reports completed by Ecoplanning in 02/11/18. 

02/06/20 and 26/04/21.  The pre-clearing reports that were reviewed provide document 

assessments generally in accordance with BDMP procedures and provide management 

requirements for WQ to implement prior to and during the clearing areas assessed.  The area 

subject to the April 2021 Ecoplanning report was reviewed during the site inspection and habitat 

resourced had been marked in the field (see Plate 8). 

f) Section 6 includes a program to monitor and report on WQs effectiveness in monitoring and 

minimising potential impacts under the BDMP. 

g) Section 7 lists the potential risks to the implementation of the BOS and includes contingency 

measures to mitigate these risks.  

h) Section 10 lists the responsible parties for monitoring, reviewing and implementing the BDMP.  

Viewed Biodiversity Monitoring Reports completed by Ecoplanning for 2018 (survey completed 23/10/18), 

2019 (survey completed on 18/10/19 and 30/10/19)  and 2020 (survey completed 29 - 30/10/20) and is 

designed to assess the adequacy of the ecological management strategies and document monitoring 

surveys for the Purple Copper Butterfly. No large-scale disturbance to vegetation or soils which were 

attributable to the quarry operations were detected within the areas surrounding WQ operations by 

Ecoplanning. No observable or significant trends in the occurrence of specific threatened species or quality / 

quantity of available habitat were identified.  

Several exotic flora species which have potential to invade native vegetation were recorded within the site, 

including Hypericum perforatum* (St Johns Wort), Pinus radiata* (Radiata Pine) and Rubus fruticosus sp. 

agg.* (Blackberry) and was recommended to be targeted in a weed control program. It is recommended 

that WQ record and maintain mapping of areas treated for weeds in each year, to allow for the 

regular review of weed treatment methods and performance. 

Conservation Bond   

27. Within six months of the approval of the Biodiversity Offset Strategy, unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the 

Applicant must lodge a Conservation Bond with the Department to ensure that the Biodiversity Offset Strategy is 

Compliant A Final BOS was submitted on 13/07/18 to DPIE and approved in September 2018. AI (pers comm) 

confirmed that biodiversity obligations for clearing to date have been retired through payment into the 
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implemented in accordance with the performance and completion criteria in the Biodiversity Management Plan. The 

sum of the bond must be determined by: 

a) calculating the full cost of implementing the Biodiversity Offset Strategy at third party rates (other than land 

acquisition costs); and 

b) employing a suitably qualified, independent and experienced person to verify the calculated costs. 

The calculation of the Conservation Bond must be submitted to the Department for approval at least 1 month prior to 

the lodgment of the bond. 

Biodiversity Conservation Fund, as described in Section 5.2.4 of the BDMP (see Schedule 3, Condition 25), 

with initial payments made on 21/11/18 (i.e. within six months of approval of the BOS).   

28. The Conservation Bond must be reviewed and if required, an updated bond must be lodged with the Department 

within 3 months following: 

a) an update or revision to the Biodiversity Management Plan; 

b) the completion of an Independent Environmental Audit in which recommendations relating to the implementation of 

the Biodiversity Offset Strategy have been made; or 

c) in response to a request by the Secretary. 

If the Biodiversity Offset Strategy is completed generally in accordance with the completion criteria in the Biodiversity 

Management Plan to the satisfaction of the Secretary, the Secretary will release the bond. 

If the Biodiversity Offset Strategy is not completed generally in accordance with the completion criteria in the 

Biodiversity Management Plan, the Secretary will call in all, or part of, the conservation bond, and arrange for the 

completion of the relevant works. 

Not triggered AI (pers comm) confirmed no requirement under the condition to amend the Conservation Bond since the 

initial payments made in May 2020 (see Schedule 3, Condition 25). 

Biodiversity Credits Required for Modification 3   

28A. The Applicant must retire biodiversity credits for Stages A to D of the development approved under Modification 3 

(see Figure 2 in Appendix 1) as specified in Table 5A below, prior to commencing vegetation clearing in that Stage. 

The retirement of credits must be carried out in consultation with BCD and in accordance with the Biodiversity Offsets 

Scheme of the BC Act, to the satisfaction of the BCT. 

 

Compliant Viewed email dated 19/5/20 from BCT confirming receiving an application to make a payment into the 

Biodiversity Conservation Fund and approving the application listing the total required amount for payment. 

Viewed ‘Statement Confirming Payment into the Biodiversity Conservation Fund for an offset obligation’ for 

Walker Quarries Pty Limited from BCT, dated 26/05/20. 

 

Rehabilitation Objectives   

29. The Applicant must rehabilitate the site to the satisfaction of RR and the Secretary. This rehabilitation must be 

generally consistent with the proposed rehabilitation activities described in the documents listed in condition 2 of 

Schedule 2 (and shown conceptually in the Rehabilitation Plan in Appendix 2), and comply with the objectives in 

Table 6. 

 

Compliant AI (pers comm) noted that limited rehabilitation was undertaken during the audit period, as described in AR 

documents (also see comments on Schedule 3, Conditions 30 and 31 below). 

Due to the status of the site during the audit period, DPIE and DPIR-RR have not been required to approval 

final rehabilitation of the site against the objectives of this condition.  The audit site inspection found that 

existing rehabilitation areas were generally developing in accordance with the requirements of this condition, 

and the approved Mining Operations Plan (MOP). This includes: 

- Landform: The landform appears stable, with drainage structures in place;  
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- Erosion & Sedimentation: Minimal examples of active erosion observed; 

- Species mix and tree densities in existing WSEA rehabilitation were observed to be developing 

established, towards alignment with surrounding vegetation (see Plate 9). 

 

Progressive Rehabilitation   

30. The Applicant must rehabilitate the site progressively, that is, as soon as reasonably practicable following 

disturbance. All reasonable and feasible measures must be taken to minimise the total area exposed for dust 

generation at any time. Interim stabilisation measures must be implemented where reasonable and feasible to control 

dust emissions in disturbed areas that are not active and which are not ready for final rehabilitation. 

Note: 

• It is accepted that parts of the site that are progressively rehabilitated may be subject to further re-disturbance in 

future. 

Compliant Viewed audit period AR and MOP documents.  Section 2.3.10 of the MOP states ‘Opportunities for 

progressive rehabilitation during the term of this MOP will be limited as the majority of disturbed areas will 

either be required for ongoing operations or have been subject to rehabilitation activities already’. 

The site inspection confirmed rehabilitation is generally progressing well.  It is recommended that WQ 

review the performance of cover on relatively small bare areas of topsoil stockpiles and 

rehabilitation areas identified.  Re-establishment of grass cover and/or infill plantings should be 

considered in these areas (see Plate 10 and Plate 11). 

 

Rehabilitation Management Plan   

31. The Applicant must prepare a Rehabilitation Management Plan for the project to the satisfaction of RR. This plan 

must: 

(a) be prepared by suitably qualified and experienced persons whose appointment has been endorsed by the 

Secretary; 

(b) be prepared in consultation with the Department, DPIE - Water, FCNSW, BCD, WaterNSW and Council; 

(c) be submitted to RR and the Secretary for approval within three months of the determination of Modification 1, 

unless the Secretary agrees otherwise, and Modification 3, unless the RR agrees otherwise; 

(d) be prepared in accordance with any relevant RR Guideline; 

(e) describe how the rehabilitation of the site would achieve the objectives identified in Table 6 and be integrated with 

the Biodiversity Offset Strategy described in condition 24; 

(f) include a detailed soil and growing medium balance for the development; 

(g) include a detailed plan for the reinstatement and review of the proposed rehabilitated woodland areas and fauna 

habitat, including a protocol for periodic trials to demonstrate that the target vegetation community is being achieved; 

(h) include detailed performance and completion criteria for evaluating the performance of the rehabilitation of the 

site, and for triggering remedial action (if necessary); 

(i) describe the measures to be implemented to ensure compliance with the relevant conditions of this consent, and 

address all aspects of rehabilitation including closure of the development, final landform (including final voids), final 

land uses; 

(j) include procedures for the use of interim stabilisation and temporary vegetation strategies, where reasonable to 

minimise the area exposed for dust generation; 

(k) include a program to monitor, independently audit and report on the effectiveness of the measures in paragraph 

(h) above, and progress against the detailed performance and completion criteria in paragraph (g) above; and 

(l) build on to the maximum extent practicable and integrate with the other Management Plans required under this 

consent. 

Not compliant A MOP for the period July 2020 to July 2025 was developed by WQ to address the condition for a 

Rehabilitation Management Plan. 

a) Appendix 4 provides a letter dated 28/5/20 from DPIE confirming endorsement of Alex Irwin to 

complete prepare the MOP 

b) Section 1.5.2 states the following agencies were emailed on 18/3/20 for review and comment 

- DPIE-RR 

- LCC 

- DPIE – Water 

- WaterNSW 

- Forestry Corporation NSW  

- BCD 

Copies of these emails and correspondence are included in Appendix 5 of the MOP. 

c) Viewed MOP submission to DPIE-RR dated 29/05/20, outside of the 3 months of approval of 

MOD3. It is noted that WQ lodged a request to extend the submission date for the MOP based on a 

delay on public advertisement of MOD3. However this extension was rejected by DPIE-RR.  

d) Section 1.1.2 states the document has been developed in accordance with the guideline ESG3: 

Mining Operations Plan (MOP) Guidelines, September 2013. 

e) Table 4.2 lists the objectives and how these can be achieved, which includes the BOS (see 

Schedule 3, Condition 24). 

f) Section 5.4 provides details on the soil and growing medium balance. 

g) Section 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the MOP provide a detailed plan for the reinstatement and review of the 
proposed rehabilitated woodland areas and fauna habitat. 

h) Section 6 of the MOP includes detailed performance and completion criteria for evaluating the 
performance of the rehabilitation of the site. 

i) Table 4.1 includes the measures to be implemented to ensure compliance with the conditions 
relating of this consent 

j) Section 2.3 and 7.2 includes procedures for the use of interim stabilisation and temporary 




