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ABBREVIATIONS AND GLOSSARY 

ACHAR Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report. As set out in the Code of 

Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South 

Wales, all developments where harm to Aboriginal objects is likely must be 

assessed in an ACHAR. 

ACHCRs Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents. 

Guidelines for conducting Aboriginal community consultation for 

developments where harm to Aboriginal objects is likely. 

AHIMS Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System. Administered by 

Department of Premier and Cabinet, AHIMS is the central register of all 

Aboriginal sites within NSW. 

Code of Practice Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New 

South Wales under Part 6 NPW Act. Set of guidelines framing Aboriginal 

archaeological investigations in NSW.  

DPE NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

Heritage NSW Government department tasked with ensuring compliance with the NPW Act. 

NPW Act National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Primary legislation governing Aboriginal 

cultural heritage within NSW. 

RAP Registered Aboriginal Party. An individual or group who have indicated 

through the ACHCR process that they wish to be consulted regarding the 

project. 

SEE Statement of Environmental Effect 

SSD State Significant Development 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan (the Plan) is for the Wallerawang Quarry 

(DA 344-11-2001 as modified) (the project). This Plan was initiated by the consent for DA 344-

11-2001 Modification 3 (MOD3). The project is in the City of Lithgow Local Government Area 

(LGA) approximately eight kilometres (km) northwest of Lithgow NSW (Figure 1-1). 

Figure 1-1: Map showing the location of the project. 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Ten hectares (ha) of the project area was subject to Aboriginal archaeological assessment by 

Silcox (2000), resulting in the identification of one site (WQ1; AHIMS 45-1-2802). OzArk (2018) 

were engaged to verify the condition of WQ1 and complete an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Assessment Report (ACHAR) to support a Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) for a State 

Significant Development (SSD) modification to DA 344-11-2001 (MOD3). 

1.2 PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THIS PLAN 

This Plan will guide the heritage management policies for the project and create a framework for 

unanticipated finds, ongoing community consultation and internal policy review throughout the life 

of the project.  
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The Plan is limited to the ACHMP Area shown on Figure 1-2 and addresses the conditions of 

consent of DA 344-11-2001 (as modified). The ACHMP Area includes the current Wallerawang 

Quarry Mining Lease (ML) 1633, as well as the expanded lease area included in Modification 3. 

Figure 1-2: Aerial showing the area covered by the Plan. 
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2 LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK 

2.1 PLAN COMPLIANCE WITH DEVELOPMENT CONSENT CONDITIONS 

The project was assessed under Part 4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

(EP&A Act). All Aboriginal objects within the project area are afforded legislative protection under 

the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act).  

This Plan has been developed to meet consolidated consent condition 23C for the project and 

includes measures that address conditions 21, 22, 23, 23A and 23B (Table 2-1). 

Table 2-1: Plan compliance with the consent condition Section 5.6s. 

Development Consent 
Condition 

Context of the Condition Concordance in this report 

21 Ensure no harm to identified heritage item 
outside approved disturbance area. 

Section 5.6 

22 Manage the potential discovery of human 
remains over the life of the project. 

Section 5.5 

23 and 23A Manage the potential discovery new Aboriginal 
objects over the life of the project. 

Section 5.3 

23 B Manage recording of Aboriginal objects or 
places over the life of the project. 

Section 5.6 

23 C a) Preparation of an ACHMP by a qualified and 
experienced person. 

Section 2.4 

23 C b) ACHMP be prepared with BCD and RAPs. Section 3 

23 C c) (i) Comply with the conditions of consent. Section 2.1 

23 C c) (ii) Aboriginal cultural heritage inductions for all 
workers. 

Section 5.2 

23 C c) (iii) Protect, monitor and manage identified 
Aboriginal sites and places. 

Section 4.2.4 

23 C c) (iv) Protect Aboriginal sites and places outside the 
approved disturbance area from project 
related impacts. 

Section 5.6 

23 C c) (v) Manage the potential discovery of human 
remains or new Aboriginal objects over the life 
of the project. 

Section 5.5 

23 C c) (vi)  Maintain and manage access for Aboriginal 
stakeholders to Aboriginal site or places 
outside approved disturbance area. 

Section 5.6 

23 C c) (vii) Facilitate ongoing consultation and 
involvement of RAPs. 

Section 3.1 

23 C d) Care, control and storage of artefacts 
salvaged on site, including. AHIMS Site 
#45-1-2802. 

Section 5.4.1 

23 D. Work not to commence until ACHMP 
endorsed by BCD Secretary. 

Section 6 

23 E. Implementation of the ACHMP. Section 6 

2.2 PLAN COMPLIANCE WITH SCHEDULE 5 OF THE DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 

Schedule 5 of the Conditions of Consent provides the environmental management, reporting and 

auditing requirements and specifications for the project. As not all items in Schedule 5 are directly 

applicable to this Plan, a full table of compliance will not be presented. 
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However, the proponent has undertaken to ensure that the implementation and review of this 

Plan will be in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 5. Details of undertakings to satisfy 

Schedule 5 of the Conditions of Consent are provided in: 

¶ Section 2.3: Plan review  

¶ Section 5.8: Performance measures 

¶ Section 5.9: Incident and non-compliance reporting 

¶ Section 5.10: Annual review 

¶ Section 5.11: Independent auditing 

¶ Section 5.12: Dispute resolution. 

2.3 PLAN REVIEW 

This Plan will be reviewed within three months of submitting further modifications to the project 

and subject to review after every three years of operation.  

Review of the Plan will be made should any of the following occur: 

¶ Incidents involving Aboriginal cultural heritage 

¶ Identification of new Aboriginal sites 

¶ Outcomes from the annual review (Section 5.10) 

¶ Outcomes from any audit report (Section 5.11) 

¶ Any modifications to the Conditions of Consent. 

During this review, the proponent will review the strategies, plans and programs required under 

the Conditions of Consent, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. The proponent must notify DPE in 

writing of any such review being undertaken. 

Where this review leads to revisions to this Plan, then within six weeks of the review the revised 

document must be submitted for the approval of the Secretary.  

Changes to this Plan will also be presented to Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) and Heritage 

NSW for review and comment unless the changes fall into a category of routine updates (such 

as adding sites to an inventory list after a survey or updating AHIMS data as part of approved 

salvage operations), in which case relevant parties will be notified as is appropriate. 

The first revision of the Plan has taken place in May 2022 following the salvage of site WQ1 in 

April 2021 and to in response to the Independent Environmental Audit completed in July 2021. 
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2.4 PREPARATION OF THIS PLAN 

In recognition of the requirements of Condition 23 C a), this Plan was prepared by Dr Alyce 

Cameron and Harrison Rochford of OzArk Environment & Heritage Management (OzArk) in July 

2020.  

The Plan was reviewed and updated by Harrison Rochford and Ben Churcher in May 2022. The 

endorsement of the OzArk technical specialists has replaced the capability statements previously 

provided in Appendix 1. 
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3 CONSULTATION GUIDELINES 

3.1 ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

3.1.1 Aboriginal community consultation for the SEE 

Consultation with the Aboriginal community was undertaken in accordance with the Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (ACHCRs) (DECCW 2010) during 

the approvals process for the project. Stage 1 advertising for expressions of interest in the project 

began on 15 May 2018. The following organisations expressed interest in being RAPs for the 

project: 

¶ Yurrandaali Cultural Services 

¶ Barraby Cultural Services 

¶ Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal Corporation Cultural Heritage 

¶ Mingaan Wiradjuri Aboriginal Corporation 

¶ Merrigarn 

¶ Muragadi Heritage Indigenous Corporation 

¶ Yulay Cultural Service 

¶ Warrabinga Native Title Aboriginal Corporation 

¶ Gundungurra Tribal Council Aboriginal Corporation 

¶ Bathurst Local Aboriginal Land Council 

All RAPs were provided with the proposed survey methodology during stage 2/3 of the ACHCRs 

and presented the draft ACHAR for comment on the 30 April 2018 as part of Stage 4 of the 

ACHCRs. 

3.1.2 Aboriginal community consultation on this Plan 

All RAPs received a copy of the draft Plan on 17 March 2020 with a request that any comments 

be received by OzArk by 31 March 2020. A list of the RAPs that were consulted on the Plan is 

provided in Appendix 2. 

As of 14 April 2020, one comment was offered from Barraby Cultural Services on 3 April 2020 

indicating that they had no suggestions or queries of the Plan. 

3.1.3 Protocol for continued Aboriginal community consultation 

Changes to the Plan will be provided to the RAPs for review unless the changes are minor in 

nature (i.e. updating inventories or Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System [AHIMS] 

data, as defined in Section 2.2). 



Wallerawang Quarry Modification 3 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan 13 

Reasonable requests for access to the project area and/or its Aboriginal objects will be granted 

on request, provided staff are available for site escort and all workplace health and safety 

requirements can be addressed.  

Ongoing community consultation during the project will include (but is not limited to):  

¶ RAPs providing site officers for heritage surveys (if required by the proposed 

methodology, see Section 5.6) 

¶ RAP consultation before any archaeological salvage program (Section 5) 

¶ Granting of reasonable requests for access to Aboriginal sites and objects at the project 

area 

¶ RAP input for non-administrative revisions or changes to this Plan (Section 2.2). 

3.2 CONSULTATION WITH EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS 

This Plan has been prepared in consultation with the BCD (now Heritage NSW). BCD were sent 

a draft for review on 14 April 2020 and requested that the Plan be updated to include BCD 

notification in the human skeletal remains protocol (Appendix 3). This update was included in 

the approved Plan.
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4 ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE  

4.1 IDENTIFIED ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 

The ACHAR for the project was completed by OzArk in June 2019. There is one Aboriginal site 

in the project area: WQ1 (AHIMS 45-1-2802). The site covers an area of approximately 

65 metres (m) x 27 m and contained up to 16 artefacts (Table 4-1). The location of site WQ1 is 

shown on Figure 4-1. 

Table 4-1: Site details of WQ1. 

Site number Site name GDA Zone 56 Easting GDA Zone 56 Northing Details 

45-1-2802 WQ1 227905 6296556 Artefact scatter (65 m x 27 m) 
featuring 16 artefacts, 
predominantly flakes manufactured 
from quartz and mudstone. 

4.2 SUMMARY OF SALVAGE PROGRAM  

The Aboriginal site, AHIMS 45-1-2802 (WQ1), will be disturbed by the project. Table 4-2 

summarises the assessment of the impact to AHIMS 45-1-2802. 

Table 4-2: Impact assessment. 

Site 

Number & 

Name 

Type of Harm 

(Direct/Indirect/None) 

Degree of Harm 

(Total/Partial/None) 

Consequence of Harm 

(Total/Partial/No Loss 

of Value) 

Potential impact  

45-1-2802 
(WQ1) 

Direct Total Total loss of value 

The Quarry operations will extend 
over the entire area comprising the 
site. As such all artefacts and site 
features will be subject to direct 
impact from the work. 

It was concluded in the ACHAR that the impact to recorded site WQ1 would result in a medium 

loss of heritage value from the regional Aboriginal cultural heritage values.  

WQ1 was salvaged in accordance with the methodology set out in the ACHAR and this Plan on 

20 January 2021. This work completed all the ACHMP commitments regarding archaeological 

salvage. Full salvage results were compiled in a salvage report submitted to AHIMS 

(OzArk 2021). 

4.2.1 Personnel 

The salvage program was directed by Stephanie Rusden (OzArk Senior Archaeologist) and 

assisted by Taylor Foster (OzArk Project Archaeologist). The RAPs for the project provided two 

site officers who assisted with the program, Scott Perrin (Warrabinga Native Title Claimants 

Aboriginal Corporation) and Donald Morgan (Bathurst LALC). 
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4.2.2 Salvage results 

Twenty-two artefacts were salvaged from WQ1 via surface collection. Artefacts were 

predominately identified within exposures in the southern portion of the site, along a disused 

vehicle track in the western portion, and eroding out of the cutting along the western boundary of 

the site. 

Artefact types included 21 flakes and one piece of shatter. Recorded materials were 

predominantly quartz (n=19); followed by mudstone and chert (n=2) and a volcanic material (n=1). 

The salvage excavation comprised of transect of six 50 centimetre (cm) x 50 cm excavation units. 

The very shallow soil profile across the transect (maximum depth of 15 cm) yielded two artefacts, 

resulting in a total assemblage of 24 artefacts recovered from the site. 

4.2.3 Artefact reburial 

The reburial location contains the 24 artefacts that were salvaged by OzArk on 20 January 2021 

from site WQ1. The salvaged artefacts were buried at a depth of 30 cm sealed in a container 

along with information about the site. 

The reburial location is 825 m east-northeast of the original location of WQ1. The reburial location 

is shown on Figure 4-1. 

4.2.4 Further responsibilities 

Following salvage of WQ1 in 2021, an Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form (ASIRF) was 

submitted to Heritage NSW and approved. The site has now been updated to ódestroyedô on the 

AHIMS database and requires no further management. 

The reburial location must not be disturbed by the project. It is outside the project site and detailed 

management measures to ensure avoidance are not required. 
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Figure 4-1: Location of reburied artefacts in relation to location of salvaged site. 

 






























