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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION STRATEGY & PLAN 

1. SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES 

 

To maintain effective consultation with relevant stakeholders in accordance with the relevant 

Conditions of Title and the Mining Act 1992 (NSW), community consultation is to the extent 

practicable as deemed necessary to undertake proposed exploration activities and is 

conducted in accordance with this Community Consultation Strategy & Plan. 

 

The primary objectives of this Community Consultation Strategy & Plan are as follows. 

• Identify stakeholders likely to be impacted by exploration activities conducted across 

EL9255. 

• Ensure that the local community have opportunities to discuss developments on 

EL9255 with Walker Quarries Pty Ltd (Walker Quarries). 

• Maintain open and honest dialogue to facilitate a sound working relationship between 

the title holder, landholders and the community. 

• Understand, acknowledge and respond to local knowledge and genuine community 

concerns. 

• Community consultation is appropriate and adequate to inform the community and 

manage potential risks associated with conflict, with community and other 

stakeholders. 

• An appropriate process is undertaken to assess the risk surrounding activities, the 

affected stakeholders, methods of communication and consultation, and the 

monitoring of, and response to, consultation events. 

• Ensure that dialogue and discussions with the community are recorded and monitored. 

• Ensure that the Annual Activity Reporting requirements relating to community 

consultation are met. 

2. ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
Walker Quarries is the project operator and has primary carriage for the implementation of this 

Community Consultation Strategy & Plan. Walker Quarries have engaged RME Geological 

Services Pty Ltd (RMEGS), to help manage community consultation and landholder 

negotiations on their behalf. Day-to-day community consultations and landholder negotiations 

for Projects will be undertaken by Walker Quarries with help from RMEGS. 
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3. MECHANISMS FOR REVISING THE COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
STRATEGY & PLAN 

 

This Community Consultation Strategy & Plan is initially to be reviewed annually and then bi-

annually in conjunction with the Annual Community Consultation Report for EL9255. Following 

completion of the review process, this plan will be updated where required.  

 

Upon submission of an application to conduct exploration activities for assessable prospecting 

operations, the Community Consultation Strategy & Plan will be updated (if required) to 

account for potential impacts the proposed activities may have on any stakeholders. The 

Community Consultation Strategy & Plan is reviewed to ensure that the objectives and 

methods are appropriate for the exploration activity undertaken and account for any concerns 

or deficiencies noted by stakeholders. 

 

At each review of the Community Consultation Strategy & Plan, Walker Quarries will: 

• Ensure to meet the objectives of the Exploration code of practice – Community 

consultation (NSW Resources, Nov 2025) for community consultation requirements for 

exploration; 

• Include any additional stakeholders identified in the process of consultation in this 

Community Consultation Strategy & Plan; 

• Maintain a process of consultation that is adequate, inclusive and appropriate;  

• Review the community consultation risk assessment against the objectives for 

consultation such that the risk assessment can focus on the risks and opportunities 

that need to be identified and managed to ensure effective community consultation; 

and 

• Respond to any issues raised during Annual Activity Reporting. 

 

 

4. STAKEHOLDER IDENTIFICATION  

Various stakeholders may be impacted by exploration activities undertaken on EL9255. All 

relevant stakeholders are to be consulted with throughout all stages of exploration to ensure 

that a social licence to operate is maintained. Identified potential stakeholders include but are 

not limited to those listed in the table below: 
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Stakeholder Category Details Contact 

Landholders and 

residents/tenants across 

EL 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Native title holders or 
claimants 

WW#7 

Robert Houston 

Houston Legal 

rob@houstonlegal.com.au 

Local Government 

Lithgow City Council 

180 Mort St 

Lithgow NSW 2790 

(02) 6354 9999 

State Government 
Authorities 

Crown Land 

 

1300 886 235 

enquiries@crownland.nsw.gov.au 

www.industry.nsw.gov.au/lands 

Transport for NSW – 
Service NSW 

Kylie Buckenhoer 

kylie.buckenhofer@transport.nsw.gov.au 

0447 215 381 

Forestry Corporation of 
NSW 

General enquiries: info@fcnsw.com.au 

(02) 9872 0111 

Other Authorities 

Essential Energy 

PO Box 5730 

Port Macquarie NSW 
2444 

General enquiries: 13 23 91 

Emergency: 13 20 80 

connection.enquiries@essentialenergy.com.au 

Local Aboriginal Land 
Council 

Bathurst LALC 

149 Russell St  
Bathurst NSW 2795 
 
PO Box 1500  
Bathurst  

(02) 6332 6835 

mailto:enquiries@crownland.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@fcnsw.com.au


EL9255 Rydal Community Consultation Strategy & Plan March 2026 

WALKER QUARRIES PTY LTD 6 

 

NSW 

Local chamber of 
commerce 

Lithgow District 
Chamber of Commerce 

PO Box 481 

Lithgow NSW 2790 

welcome@lithgow.org.au 

Other   

5. STAKEHOLDER ANALYSIS  

 

5.1 Stakeholder analysis: Exempt activities 

Stakeholder 
Likely to 
be 
impacted? 

Likely impact, areas of 
concern, attitudes, issues 
and expectations 

Consulted? Comments 

Landholders and 
residents/tenants of 
the site of 
exploration activities 

Y 

The land may be affected by 
the activity. The landholder 
may raise concerns with 
access, biosecurity measures 
to be employed and impacts 
on current agricultural land 
use. The landholder will 
expect that activities will be 
carried out in accordance with 
the Land Access Agreement 
and any additional 
requirements / stipulations 

Y Staff are to ensure 
compliance with the 
terms of the Land 
Access Agreement and 
other requirements 
proposed by the 
landholder 

 

Any concerns raised 
by the landholder 
during the activity are 
to be acted upon 
immediately 

Native title claimant 
Y Ministers consent and RTN 

process followed for 
exploration on public lands  

Y Ministers consent for 
exploration on public 
lands  

Local Government 

N No impacts identified due to 
low impact nature of activities 
and location of activities (on 
private land) 

N 

N/A 

State Government 
Authorities (Crown 
Land) 

N The land may be affected by 
the activity. The landholder 
may raise concerns with 
access, biosecurity measures 
to be employed and impacts 
on current land use. The 
landholder will expect that 
activities will be carried out in 
accordance with the Land 
Access Agreement and any 
additional requirements / 
stipulations.  

N 

To be consulted as 
required for higher 
impact exploration 
activities and/or if 
activities are proposed 
for Crown Land 
reserves 
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Stakeholder 
Likely to 
be 
impacted? 

Likely impact, areas of 
concern, attitudes, issues 
and expectations 

Consulted? Comments 

NSW Farmers 
Association 

N 
No impacts identified due to 
low impact nature of activities 
and location of activities 

N To be consulted as 
required for higher 
impact exploration 
activities 

 

5.2 Stakeholder analysis: CEA or non-CEA drilling programs 

Stakeholder 
Likely to 
be 
impacted? 

Likely impact, areas of 
concern, attitudes, issues 
and expectations 

Consulted? Comments 

Landholders and 
residents/tenants of 
the site of 
exploration activities 

N 
The land may be affected by 
the activity. The landholder 
may raise concerns with 
access, biosecurity measures 
to be employed and impacts 
on current agricultural land 
use. The landholder will 
expect that activities will be 
carried out in accordance with 
the Land Access Agreement 
and any additional 
requirements / stipulations 
provided 

N Staff are to ensure 
compliance with the 
terms of the Land 
Access Agreement and 
other requirements / 
stipulations proposed 
by the landholder 

 

Any concerns raised 
by the landholder 
during the activity are 
to be acted upon 
immediately 

Native title claimant 
Y Ministers consent and RTN 

process followed for 
exploration on public lands  

Y Ministers consent for 
exploration on public 
lands  

Local Government 
N No impacts identified due to 

low impact nature of activities 
and location of activities 

N May be consulted / 
advised of exploration 
programs 

State Government 
Authorities (Crown 
Land) 

N The land may be affected by 
the activity. The landholder 
may raise concerns with 
access, biosecurity measures 
to be employed and impacts 
on current land use. The 
landholder will expect that 
activities will be carried out in 
accordance with the Land 
Access Agreement and any 
additional requirements / 
stipulations.  

N 

To be consulted as 
required for higher 
impact exploration 
activities and/or if 
activities are proposed 
for Crown Land 
reserves 

Minister 
administering the 
Mining Act 

N Limited impact. Would expect 
that activities are undertaken 
in accordance with the 
Conditions of Title for the 
Exploration Licence 

N 

N/A  

State Member of 
Parliament 

N 
No impacts identified due to 
low impact nature of activities 
and location of activities 

N To be consulted as 
required for higher 
impact exploration 
activities 
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Stakeholder 
Likely to 
be 
impacted? 

Likely impact, areas of 
concern, attitudes, issues 
and expectations 

Consulted? Comments 

Lithgow Business 
Chamber 

N 
No impacts identified due to 
low impact nature of activities 
and location of activities 

N To be consulted as 
required for higher 
impact exploration 
activities 

Cultural bodies 
(historic or 
indigenous)  

N 
No impacts identified due to 
low impact nature of activities 
and location of activities 

N To be consulted as 
required for higher 
impact exploration 
activities 
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6. EXPLORATION ACTIVITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

6.1 Activity Impact Assessment – Exempt Activities (Risk Ranking) 

Measure 

Impact 

Score 

Low Medium High 

Level of 
Community 
Concern 

Low level of community concern with no 
relevant, local community interest groups 
identified 

Intermediate level of community concern with 
locally known, relevant community interest 
groups identified 

Significant community and public concern about 
project and involvement of regional/national 
community interest groups 0 

 0 points 8 points 16 points 

Activity type Exempt prospecting operation  Coal and Mineral Common Exploration Activities 
Petroleum Exploration; and Coal and Mineral Non-
Common Exploration Activities  

0 

 0 points 4 points 8 points 

Population density 
of local area 

Sparsely populated area (activity within a 
statistical local area with <10,000 population) 

Intermediately populated area (activity within a 
statistical local area with 10,000 – 40,000 
population) 

Largely populated area (activity within a statistical 
local area >40,000 population) 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Distance from 
inhabited 
dwellings 

Activity within 2km of cluster <100 dwellings Activity within 2km of cluster 100-1000 dwellings Activity within 2km of cluster >1000 dwellings 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Distance from 
known sensitive 
receivers 
(excluding 
dwellings) 

Activity within 2km of a sensitive receiver 
(excluding dwellings) 

Activity between 1 and 2km of a sensitive 
receiver (excluding dwellings) 

Activity within 1km of a sensitive receiver (excluding 
dwellings) 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 
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Other extractive 
industries, mining 
or petroleum 
production 
projects nearby 

Activity further than 5km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

Activity between 2 and 5km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

Activity closer than 2km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

1 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Duration of the 
activity 

Less than 6 months 6 to 12 months More than 12 months 

2 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Note:  Low Impact = cumulative score of 9 or less 

 Medium Impact = cumulative score of 10-19 

 High Impact = cumulative score of 20 or more 

TOTAL – LOW IMPACT 3 

 

6.2 Activity Impact Assessment – Complying Exploration Activities (CEA) drilling program  

Measure 

Impact 

Score 

Low Medium High 

Level of 
Community 
Concern 

Low level of community concern with no 
relevant, local community interest groups 
identified 

Intermediate level of community concern with 
locally known, relevant community interest groups 
identified 

Significant community and public concern about 
project and involvement of regional/national 
community interest groups 0 

 0 points 8 points 16 points 

Activity type Exempt prospecting operation  Coal and Mineral Common Exploration Activities 
Petroleum Exploration; and Coal and Mineral Non-
Common Exploration Activities  

4 

 0 points 4 points 8 points 

Population density 
of local area 

Sparsely populated area (activity within a 
statistical local area with <10,000 population) 

Intermediately populated area (activity within a 
statistical local area with 10,000 – 40,000 

Largely populated area (activity within a statistical 
local area >40,000 population) 

0 
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population) 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Distance from 
inhabited 
dwellings 

Activity within 2km of cluster <100 dwellings Activity within 2km of cluster 100-1000 dwellings Activity within 2km of cluster >1000 dwellings 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Distance from 
known sensitive 
receivers 
(excluding 
dwellings) 

Activity within 2km of a sensitive receiver 
(excluding dwellings) 

Activity between 1 and 2km of a sensitive receiver 
(excluding dwellings) 

Activity within 1km of a sensitive receiver (excluding 
dwellings) 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Other extractive 
industries, mining 
or petroleum 
production 
projects nearby 

Activity further than 5km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

Activity between 2 and 5km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

Activity closer than 2km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

1 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Duration of the 
activity 

Less than 6 months 6 to 12 months More than 12 months 

2 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Note:  Low Impact = cumulative score of 9 or less 

 Medium Impact = cumulative score of 10-19 

 High Impact = cumulative score of 20 or more 

TOTAL – LOW IMPACT 7 

 

 

 



EL9255 Rydal Community Consultation Strategy & Plan March 2026 

WALKER QUARRIES PTY LTD 12 

 

6.3 Activity Impact Assessment – Non-Complying Exploration Activities 

Measure 

Impact 

Score 

Low Medium High 

Level of 
Community 
Concern 

Low level of community concern with no 
relevant, local community interest groups 
identified 

Intermediate level of community concern with 
locally known, relevant community interest groups 
identified 

Significant community and public concern about 
project and involvement of regional/national 
community interest groups 0 

 0 points 8 points 16 points 

Activity type Exempt prospecting operation  Coal and Mineral Common Exploration Activities 
Petroleum Exploration; and Coal and Mineral Non-
Common Exploration Activities  

8 

 0 points 4 points 8 points 

Population density 
of local area 

Sparsely populated area (activity within a 
statistical local area with <10,000 population) 

Intermediately populated area (activity within a 
statistical local area with 10,000 – 40,000 
population) 

Largely populated area (activity within a statistical 
local area >40,000 population) 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Distance from 
inhabited 
dwellings 

Activity within 2km of cluster <100 dwellings Activity within 2km of cluster 100-1000 dwellings Activity within 2km of cluster >1000 dwellings 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Distance from 
known sensitive 
receivers 
(excluding 
dwellings) 

Activity within 2km of a sensitive receiver 
(excluding dwellings) 

Activity between 1 and 2km of a sensitive receiver 
(excluding dwellings) 

Activity within 1km of a sensitive receiver (excluding 
dwellings) 

0 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Other extractive 
industries, mining 
or petroleum 

Activity further than 5km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

Activity between 2 and 5km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

Activity closer than 2km from other extractive 
industries, mining or petroleum production 

1 
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production 
projects nearby 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Duration of the 
activity 

Less than 6 months 6 to 12 months More than 12 months 

2 

 0 points 1 point 2 points 

Note:  Low Impact = cumulative score of 9 or less 

 Medium Impact = cumulative score of 10-19 

 High Impact = cumulative score of 20 or more 

TOTAL – MEDIUM IMPACT 11 
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7. PROPOSED COMMUNITY CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES  

Exploration activities on EL9255 have been assessed to be of medium impact and therefore 

the proposed community consultation is mostly with landholders. 

 

Walker Quarries proposes to undertake the following consultation for all exploration activities. 

• Continue to liaise with landholders directly impacted by operations to discuss ongoing 

exploration activities and address landholder concerns. Land access agreements will 

be negotiated with landholders prior to any exploration activity taking place on their 

land. 

• Continue to notify landholders of status of exploration licence, the company and broad 

overview of planned future activities. 

• Provide landholders with updates on progress of rehabilitation. 

• Specific information provided to landholders where land access is required in year 1-3 

with emphasis given to those landholders were access in year 2 is required. 

• Regular updates of activities and progress through regular company update (Online or 

print). 

• Respond to correspondence or submissions about exploration activities and provide 

landholders with a complaints/comments phone number. 

• Hold meetings with key individuals and/or groups as required. 

 

Where medium impact exploration activities are proposed (including non-CEA drilling), the 

following consultation may also be undertaken (in addition to that noted above). 

• Letterbox drops. 

• Notices in the local newspaper advising of the undertaking of the exploration. 

• Letter to key stakeholders and community groups inviting comment. 

• Consultation may also be undertaken with other community stakeholders to build 

community trust and support, to understand and respond to genuine community 

concern and to also leverage local knowledge which may be helpful for on-going 

exploration activities. This may be through one-on-one communications or community 

stakeholder meetings. 

• Communication with local and state government authorities / representatives as 

required. 

 

In addition to the above, the following specific consultation activities will be undertaken prior 

to any airborne geophysical surveying. 
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• Landholders and residents / tenants will be specifically advised about the proposed 

airborne geophysical surveying to minimise disturbance to livestock and other animals. 

• Identify any overlapping activities such as crop-dusting. 

• The airborne contractors will notify / gain approval through CASA and will also identify 

when other aircraft might be operating at low levels in the area. 

 

Walker Quarries will also undertake correspondence with the Department of Primary 

Industries and Regional Development in relation to titles matters relevant to the exploration 

licence and with the NSW Resources Regulator for matters relating to assessable prospecting 

operations. 
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Appendix 1 – Community Risk Assessment  

This risk assessment has been conducted to identify and consider the range of opportunities and potential threats associated with community consultation and  

engagement with respect to the exploration program. 

 

Ref Risk/Threat/Opportunity Source Consequence 

Ranking of Risk 

Control Measures 

Risk Level Likelihood 

 What is the risk? 
How would the 

risk arise? 
What will be the 

outcome? 

Low, 
Medium, 

High Risk? 

Is it unlikely? Why is 
this the case? 

What measures will be put in place 
to avoid the risk? 

1 
Failure to gain the ‘social 
licence to operate’ 

Inadequate 
information 
provided to the 
community & 
landholders 

Negative impacts on 
obtaining access to land 
and distrust from the 
community 

Low 

Unlikely – The 
activities are in rural 
land with a long 
history of exploration 
activities. Control 
measures will be 
implemented 

Open and honest communication 
with stakeholders, and 
commitment to establishing and 
maintaining good relationships 
with the community 

2 

Community Consultation 
Strategy & Plan becomes 
inappropriate due to change in 
social/community 
circumstances 

Changes in 
society, such as 
political, 
economic, social 
changes etc 

Community consultation 
carried out in 
accordance with the 
Community Consultation 
Strategy will not be 
suitable 

Low 

Unlikely – Control 
measures will be 
implemented & social 
climate will be 
monitored 

The Community Consultation 
Strategy / Plan will be updated 
annually in accordance with the 
Annual Activity Report and will 
also be updated each time a new 
activity is proposed 

3 
Community groups will raise 
concerns regarding exploration 
operations in the area 

Views of 
individuals or 
groups in the 
community being 
expressed 

Negative impacts on 
obtaining access to land 
and distrust from the 
community 

Low 

Unlikely – The 
activities proposed 
are located on rural 
land away from 
major areas of 
population. Control 
measures will be 
implemented 

Commitment to establishing and 
maintaining good relationships 
with the community and providing 
information as to proposed 
activities and benefits to the 
community 
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Ref Risk/Threat/Opportunity Source Consequence 

Ranking of Risk 

Control Measures 

Risk Level Likelihood 

4 Landholder(s) unwilling to 
authorise access 

Views of the 
landholders, 
concerns 
regarding 
particulars of 
exploration 
programs 

Inability to undertake 
exploration program 

Medium Unlikely – Land 
access has already 
been achieved for 
most properties for 
current activities 

As the project develops, additional 
land access arrangements will be 
negotiated if/when required. 
Compensation will be paid prior to 
conducting exploration activities 

5 Landholder(s) raise concerns 
during undertaking of activity 

Activities 
departing from 
plan and 
information 
provided to 
landholder(s) 

Negative impact on 
relationship with 
landholder(s) 

Low Unlikely – 
Landholders will be 
fully informed prior to 
commencement of 
the activity and any 
proposed changes 

Landholders will be fully informed 
of any proposed changes to the 
exploration program and any 
issues that arise during the 
program. 

6 Landholder(s) raise issues 
regarding vegetation clearing 
which may be required to be 
undertaken 

Land uses, 
landholder views 

Program may not be 
carried out as planned 

Low Unlikely – Most of 
the drilling will be 
conducted on 
previously disturbed 
areas, where 
vegetation clearing is 
unlikely for access 
purposes 

If vegetation clearing is required, 
no vegetation will be clipped or 
pruned without the consent from 
the relevant landholder. Activity 
approval is also required from the 
NSW Resources Regulator 

7 Landholder(s) raise concerns 
about noise from drill rig 

Noise from drill rig Negative impact on 
relationship with 
landholder(s). 
Landholder concerns 
regarding future drill 
programs 

Low Unlikely – drilling 
programs will be 
undertaken in strict 
accordance with 
landholder 
requirements & noise 
control measures will 
be implemented 

Drilling activity will be conducted 
during daylight hours only to avoid 
noise impacts 
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Ref Risk/Threat/Opportunity Source Consequence 

Ranking of Risk 

Control Measures 

Risk Level Likelihood 

8 Landholder(s) raise concerns 
regarding the use of access 
tracks 

Site access Negative impact on 
relationship with 
landholder(s). 
Landholder concerns 
regarding future drill 
programs 

Low Unlikely – existing 
tracks will be used 
where possible to 
minimise soil 
disturbance / 
compaction & access 
routes will be 
determined 
according to specific 
directions of 
landholders. Only 
minimal (if any) 
clearing or physical 
construction of new 
access tacks will be 
required 

Site access will not involve 
deviation from existing tracks 
unless with the landholder’s 
permission. In all instances, 
existing access paths will be 
selected to minimise disturbance 

9 Landholder(s) dissatisfied with 
rehabilitation completed 

Rehabilitation 
departing from 
plan and 
information 
provided to 
landholder(s) 

Negative impact on 
relationship with 
landholder(s) 

Low Unlikely - 
Landholders will be 
fully informed prior to 
commencement of 
the activity 

Landholders will be consulted 
about proposed rehabilitation and 
any required rehabilitation 
outcomes (for example relating to 
revegetation species, leaving 
tracks open etc) 

 
 


